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GREAT & LITTLE WHELNETHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at Whelnetham Community Centre on 
Wednesday 10th May 2017 at 7.00 p.m.  
 

Present 
 
Peter Royce Chairman   
Howard Singh          
June Attwood 
Stephen Smith 
Tonie Armstrong 
Terry Clements Borough Councillor 
Karen Soons County Councillor 
Diane Everitt Clerk 
 
Public attending  
 
3 members of the public attended meeting 
 

1 Apologies for Absence 
 
Clifford Dive Vice Chairman  
Tim Webber other engagement 

 
2 Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting of 11th May 2016 
 
These had been circulated and were agreed as a true and correct record. 
 
Proposed Howard Singh 
Seconded Stephen Smith 
All agreed 
 
3. Chairman’s Report 
 
A copy of this report is attached to these minutes. 
Peter thanked Terry Clements for his contribution as County Councillor and 
welcomed Karen Soons as the new Councillor. He also thanked all the Parish 
Councillors for their work during the year. With the potential of possibly 150 new 
residences in the area he said that Councillors would benefit from training, and 
the precept increase will allow this. It will prepare Councillors for the challenges 
and changes ahead. A revised application has been received for the Fenton 
Farm Site, this will be discussed during the Parish Council meeting. Other 
considerations he put forward were Neighbourhood/Village plan, also Village 
signs and Gates. The Council are looking at new equipment for the play area, 
also a cycle path campaign from Bury to the Village. Planning for the future, 
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Peter included in his report the introduction of a newsletter and the development 
of the website, also possibly a new residents welcome pack. Peters report then 
included updates on lighting in the Village, footpaths and highways issues. There 
was also updates on flooding and potholes  
 
In conclusion, he said the Council was now in a positive place with funding to be 
able to face the challenges ahead, but that there were still issues re the reporting 
and/or escalation with local services. Parish Councils could provide a more 
positive helpful input to local service providers, who are currently facing more 
austerity measures.  
 

          . 
4 Police Report   
 
No Police attendance, clerk to make contact to see why. 
 
Questions 
No questions.  

 
5 Suffolk County Council and Borough Reports 
 
Reports received from Terry Clements had been circulated by the Clerk and will 
be filed with the minutes. 
 
Terry thanked the Council for their support over the past 12 years. He said that 
he had been involved with responsibility for Most Active County, and the West 
Suffolk Clinical Commissioning Group working with Mental Health issues.    
 
Locality Budget Money 
 
Whelnetham Play Area replacement equipment            £450  
 
The Borough Council continue to keep Council Tax as low as possible a rise of 
1.96% this year, whilst still maintaining services. There is a joint venture with 
Forest Heath and Suffolk County Council around building affordable housing in 
West Suffolk. The Borough have also created Enterprise Zones in Bury and 
Haverhill to provide jobs. 
 
Included in his report was enhanced leisure services through Abbeycroft Leisure, 
and an update re the Bury Town Centre Masterplan, to which there was over a 
1000 responses. 
 
West Suffolk and Forest Heath Councils are already working closely together and 
saving money, the next step must be a joint Council but this will take time 
because there must be an agreed plan to have a mutual Council Tax base. 
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6 Great Whelnetham Church of England Primary School 
 
Recent newsletters from the School have been sent to Councillors. No 
representation or report at the meeting. 
 
7 Public Question Time 
 
No questions from the Public. 
 

As there was no further business the meeting closed at 7.20  
 

 
 
 

Signed Chairman          Date 
   ………………………………           ……………… 

 


