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GREAT & LITTLE WHELNETHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at Whelnetham Community Centre on 
Wednesday 9th May 2018 at 7.00 p.m.  
 

Present 
 
Peter Royce Chairman   
Howard Singh          
June Attwood 
Tonie Armstrong 
Terry Clements Borough Councillor 
Karen Soons County Councillor 
Diane Everitt Clerk 
 
Public attending  
 
No members of the public attended meeting 
 

1 Apologies for Absence 
 
Tim Webber other engagement 

 
2 Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting of 10th May 2017 
 
These had been circulated and were agreed as a true and correct record. 
 
Proposed Tonie Armstrong 
Seconded Howard Singh 
All agreed 
 
3. Chairman’s Report 
 
A copy of this report is filed with minutes. 
This year has seen the completion of phase one at Erskine Lodge, with first 
residents taking occupancy in March. It is felt that the development is 
uncharacteristic to the village and does not in the opinion of the Parish Council 
fulfil the criteria laid down and stipulated by the Rural Vision 2031. It was the 
Parish Council that identified a need for a small development that would be 
appropriate, proportionate, and sustainable with respect to the Borough Councils 
classification of the village, of just 19 homes for people who had strong local 
connections. Currently none of the 59 homes that have been built have been 
allocated for these people. The housing association have said that the reason for 
this is that the houses are allocated by Homelink service, this operates 
completely independent to them. There were also concerns that the land 
determined for longer term development at Fenton Farm, which at the time was 
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thought to be around 2030, is likely to be developed in the near future. The 
Parish Council has seen the resignation of 2 members, one directly due to the 
development of Fenton Farm and the other to fulfil other commitments. Peter 
thanked both for their service and extended the thanks of the Parish Council in 
this respect too. The Chairman’s report continued saying that Parish Councils are 
in the main ignored by both Borough and County Councils, with the public 
approaching them with concerns regarding various issues, planning, delays or 
inadequate, or non-repair of highway problems. With respect to highways they 
use the online service, mostly finding nothing happens or work is cancelled down 
the line without explanation, and they expect the Parish Council as lower tier 
government organisations to be able to intervene and find answers or raise 
concerns. But this does not happen at present, Parish Councils should have 
points of contact to allow discussions and concerns to be raised, and if the 
response is not satisfactory we should then be able to raise issues with our 
County Councillor who can take the issue further up the reporting level if 
necessary. 
 
In conclusion, he said the Council was now in a positive place with funding to be 
able to face the challenges ahead.  
 

          . 
4 Police Report   
 
Police attendance, we are a low crime area with only 7 offences recorded, 
against 37 last year. The parking issues at the school, and the no buffer zone 
speed limits were raised. But the area does not meet the criteria, also this would 
be a Council issue. VAS signs data to be passed on to the Police for analysis. 
 
Questions 
No questions.  

 
5 Suffolk County Council and Borough Reports 
 
Reports received from Karen Soons County Councillor these have been 
circulated and copies available at the meeting. These will be filed with the 
minutes. Karen gave updates from 1st year as a Councillor, and current on-going 
projects. 
 
Terry Clements Borough Councillor to forward reports, these will be circulated to 
Parish Councillors and filed with the minutes. He said that this year had been a 
special year due to being elected Mayor, a copy of his Mayoral speech is also 
filed with minutes. This year has been preparation time for new West Suffolk, the 
combining of St Edmundsbury and Forest Heath councils, also boundary 
changes. It is proposed that St Edmundsbury will have one less Councillor and 
Forest Heath will lose seven Councillors. This will leave a West Suffolk Council of 
64 Councillors.  
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Locality Budget Money 
 
Whelnetham Play Area upgrade            £1000  
 
St Edmundsbury will not be increasing Council tax as there is a plan in place to 
work towards equalisation across West Suffolk. In keeping with financial policy St 
Edmundsbury will be taking an opportunist view on capital spend of over £44 
million in the next 4 years. One recent acquisition being the old Post Office in 
Bury, although controversial with some, this is being seen as an investment for 
the future. Locality budgets will remain the same at £2.5K. Terry said that he had 
resigned from the Governors at Great Whelnetham School after nearly 40 years, 
but he still believed there was a need for traffic management on the 60 mph 
stretch of road before the 30mph sign. He said that he had an agreed scheme 
whilst being a County Councillor but this was not supported by the school. This 
had been a very busy year for both him and his wife.    
  
6 Great Whelnetham Church of England Primary School 
 
Recent newsletters from the School have been sent to Councillors. No 
representation or report at the meeting. 
 
7 Public Question Time 
 
No questions from the Public. 
 

As there was no further business the meeting closed at 7.40  
 

 
 
 

Signed Chairman          Date 
   ………………………………           ……………… 

 


